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Portrait of Reinhold Niebuhr by Hannah Strauss,
original commission, 2017. A pensive Reinhold
Niebuhr considers the scene before him, surrounded
by iconic images from the Second World War. While
referencing historical events, horrific locations, and
the machinery of warfare, these images also suggest
the focal points of Niebuhr’s internal conflicts as he
wrestled with his own theological and ethical con-
ceptual dilemmas. Immediately behind Niebuhr is an
amphibious assault, with warfighters disembarking
a landing craft and wading toward a shoreline al-
ready engaged with the fire, smoke, and din of bat-
tle. Above him, bombers swarm in deadly formation.
Below are rendered scenes depicting the hated guard
towers and dreaded gate of Auschwitz-Birkenau and
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan. Taken to-
gether, these scenes begin to describe the reach, the
moral and political complexity, and the devastation

of human conflict.




ESSAYS

Awmrtar ETzioN:

MORAL TRIAGE

MARK TOOLEY

38

CHRISTIANS & AMERICAN EMPIRE 43

ArLaN W. Dowbp
A SHIELD FOR FAITH

WAYNE A. SCHROEDER

JUST CALLING:
THE CHRISTIAN BASIS

FOR A CAREER IN PEACEMAKING

LuBoMIR MARTIN ONDRASEK

JEAN BETHKE ELSHTAIN:

AN AUGUSTINIAN AT WAR

DoucLAas BURTON

THE BATTLE FOR MOSUL
& THE END OF HISTORY

REVIEWS

46

57

66

72

DANIEL STRAND
PARADISE LOST:

ON THE POWER OF NOSTALGIA

IN POLITICS

Mark Lilla’s The Shipwrecked Mind

MatTt GOBUSH
PARADIGM LOST

Richard Haass’ A World in Disarray

AD ORIENTEM

76

78

ROBERT NICHOLSON

MORALITY & THE CRISIS IN SYRIA 81

=, PHILDS
1 PROJECT

THE INSTITUTE ON
RELIGION & DEMOCRACY

SPONSORED BY

THE KING'S COLLEGE
NEW YORK CITY

PUBLISHERS
MAark TooLEY
RoBERT NicHOLSON

EDITOR

Mark TooLEY

MANAGING EDITOR
MaRrc LiVECCHE

DEPUTY EDITOR

MARK MELTON

SENIOR EDITORS
KErrH PAVLISCHEK
JOsEPH LOCONTE

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

SusaNnNaH Brack

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
MARK AMSTUTZ
FRED BARNES
NiIGEL BiGGar
J. DARYL CHARLES
PauL Cover
MicHAEL CROMARTIE
DEAN CURRY
AraN Dowp
TrOMAS FARR
Mary HABECK
REBEccAH HEINRICHS
WILL INBODEN
JAMES TURNER JOHNSON
HEerB LoNDON
TmoTHY MALLARD
PAuL MARSHALL
Farra McDONNELL
WALTER RUSSELL MEAD
PAuL MILLER
JOoSHUA MITCHELL
Luke Moon
ERric PATTERSON
MAackUBIN THOMAS OWENS
GREG THORNBERRY

INTERN

LocaNn WHITE

LAYOUT & DESIGN
JOSEPH AVAKIAN

PRINTED BY

LINEMARK

BASIC SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE
$28 FOR A YEAR, FOUR ISSUES.
STUDENT RATES AVAILABLE.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
PROVIDENCE(@THEIRD.ORG

WEBSITE:

PROVIDENCEMAG.COM

ISSN
24713511



ESSAY

A FAITH VOCATION:
SKILLS & OPPORTUNITIES
FOR PEACEMAKING

WayNE A. SCHROEDER

Portrait of Sir Winston Churchill as a Young Man, Seated at his Desk, by Edwin Arthur Ward, circa 1900. Held in private
collection. Source: Sotheby’s, via Wikimedia Commons.

he United States is under-

going profound change in
its moral, ethical, and spiritual
climate. The gradual movement
away from objective truth and
toward what has become a more
subjective understanding of
right and wrong—post-mod-
ernism—is impacting our daily
lives and our relationship to the
state. One of the emerging chal-
lenges facing Christians living
in this changing moral climate
involves how to deal with these
issues in what is known as “the
public square.” Because changes

in our nation’s moral and ethical
compass could have the poten-
tial to profoundly impact how
we interact with other nations
and lead world public opinion,
an important, far-reaching di-
mension of this public policy
challenge will be how to best
address and positively influence
national attitudes on matters
related to peacemaking and
statecraft.

For young American Christians
aspiring to a vocation intersect-
ing faith and public life, a career

in peacemaking and statecraft
can afford the opportunity to
positively influence US national
attitudes in this area, if such as-
pirations are paired with proper
training and certain cardinal
virtues. By being engaged in
peacemaking on a full-time ba-
sis, young men and women can
help ensure that the founda-
tional, abiding principles that
have guided the Republic since
its founding can be preserved,
protected, and defended. This
includes upholding the principle
formulated in the Declaration
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of Independence: “We hold
these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.™

The foundational assumption of
the Declaration is that govern-
ments are formed by the con-
sent of the governed. President
Abraham Lincoln reiterated
this theme in his Gettysburg
Address, underscoring the role
of the people in democratic gov-
ernance. America’s founding
principles thus make it truly
exceptional among nations.
Democracy and self-gover-
nance are not upheld in many
regions of the world, with up to
one-third of the world’s pop-
ulation living in nations not
considered truly free.? Peace
in the Christian understanding
is not simply the absence of
violent conflict but rather the
presence of shalom, compre-
hensive welfare extending in
every direction. Peacemaking,
and therefore statecraft and
its constituent elements, will
only approximately achieve
its aims until Christ’s return.
Nevertheless, peacemaking is a
vocation in which one’s highest,
biblically-grounded moral prin-
ciples can be put to work to help
expand the cause of freedom
everywhere.

Therefore, it is reasonable that
people of faith would offer their
vocational energy to the prob-
lems found in an increasingly
chaotic, disoriented, and vio-
lent world. More than that, as
Christians, we are called to live
in, steward, and help transform
this world, as difficult and dis-
tasteful as it often can be.? But
as young Christians canvass the
current international landscape,
with all of its unending trage-
dies, it is tempting for them to

say “no, thank you” and to fore-
go consideration of the field of
foreign policy altogether. Such a
decision would be a tragic mis-
take, for it would further deplete
the field of one of its most essen-
tial assets—passionate people
shaped by Divine love.

This is, in some ways, especially
true for American Christians.
Because the founding princi-
ples of our Republic are backed
by unprecedented power and
resources, if the cause of peace
and freedom is to be advanced, it
will rely heavily upon American
leadership. The twin themes of
American Exceptionalism and
Peace through Strength are used
frequently to conceptualize ap-
proaches for promoting US for-
eign policy and national security
goals and objectives. Properly
understood, these themes are
entirely appropriate. However,
it is imperative to realize that
the ultimate aim of American
power is closely connected to
corollary, higher order themes
of peace, human freedom, and
self-governance—in the first de-
gree for America but, in the sec-
ond degree, for our internation-
al neighbors. This is not simply
a matter of selfless, other-cen-
tered concern. Peace across the
global landscape reverberates
back to the order and peace in
our own lands.

A central preoccupation, there-
fore, is in defining how the US
uses its power and influence to
advance the cause of peace and
freedom throughout the world.
Such usage is not automatic,
and those involved must first
be grounded in the arts and
skills of peacemaking. Happily,
one can develop and hone the
abilities essential to convey
and disseminate the moral un-
derpinnings of US foreign and
national security policies to a
world frequently skeptical, and
sometimes hostile, to US values

and interests. The dangerous
corollary is that to whatever
degree America abandons or
fails to maintain its efficacy in
the peacemaking playing field,
we cede our role to others who
may be less committed to, or
simply do not share, our ba-
sic principles of freedom and
self-governance.

But such responsibility has gen-
erally been amendable to the
American disposition. Support
for human freedom and the
dignity of man has always
been a core national value. The
“greatest generation” that rose
through the depression era to
meet the challenges of World
War II saw that much more
than power politics, the setting
of national borders, and the
defeat or triumph of land, sea,
and air forces was at stake in the
civilizational struggle against
fascism and militarism. Moral
and ethical issues were on the
line. Key foundational themes,
grounded in the core Greco-
Roman and Judeo-Christian
ideas that form the Western
patrimony, underscored the
moral and ethical dimension of
the wartime struggle and were
clearly laid out in the Atlantic
Charter, Franklin Roosevelt’s
“Four Freedoms,” and, yes, the
charter of the United Nations.
All underscored human free-
dom, self-governance and the
dignity of man. Ultimately, this
great mid-20™-century con-
flict would transcend the issues
that immediately catalyzed the
war-fighting and broach far
deeper questions about what
kind of a civilization the West
would continue to be and what
kinds of values, including those
of democracy, tolerance, and
fair play, it would convey to the
rest of the world.

Such profound existential con-
cerns continued to shape the
context of those who entered
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peacemaking work during the
Cold War. With Western civili-
zation having just endured the
horrors of World War IT and the
Holocaust, silence and disen-
gagement were clearly not op-
tions for the Western response
to the rise of Soviet totalitari-
anism—not as human freedoms
were subjugated behind the Iron
Curtain, families were sepa-
rated behind the Berlin Wall,
and human dignity was savaged
behind the wire in the Gulag
Archipelago. Although vital
US and Western interests were
clearly at stake and defended
by forward-looking and well-in-
tegrated foreign and defense
policies, once again overarching
moral and ethical principles
formed the deeper underpin-
ning of the Western response.
This is seen in the decisive role
played by US Presidents first
containing, and then defeating,
Soviet Communism.*

Sir Winston Churchill once ad-
vised, “it is bad for a nation
when it is without faith.”> More
than this, if we have faith in the
American system and its mor-
al foundations, then we must
also be willing to defend them.
However, even in an increasing-
ly complex and dangerous world
torn by radical Islamist terror-
ism and rising powers that chal-
lenge rules-based international
order, Americans are increas-
ingly losing faith in our political
system, values, and way of life,
and consequently our continued
willingness to defend them is in-
creasingly in doubt. Ultimately,
any loss of self-confidence in the
founding principles in which
our Republic is grounded could
adversely impact our ability to
lead the peace-loving world and
embolden our adversaries to do
so instead.

For all these reasons, young
Christians—fortified by faith
and hope—will find that their

talents, abilities, and outlook
are needed now, more than
ever, in the peacekeeping field.
Therefore, they should not steer
clear of its challenges, but seek
it as their calling and set out to
master the skills of the trade.

STEWARDING OUR TALENTS
IN A CAREER PATH

One clear dimension of our
stewardship as Christians is
how we use our God-given tal-
ents in our selection of a career
path. God has given each of us
of many gifts in terms of our
individual talents and abilities—
all of us have different sets of
strengths in the “tool box” we've
been gifted.

If we have a special talent or
abiding interest in a peacemak-
ing discipline, we should pursue
it without hesitation. By finding,
developing, and using our stron-
gest gifts in the cause of peace,
we use them to the glory of God
on this earth. Those gifts should
then be matured and developed
to their fullest potential. Our tal-
ents will thus be directed toward
making the world a better and
safer place for people of all faith
communities.

To plan for a career in peace-
making, we need to understand
and master the skill sets that
can help advance the cause of
peace. After reviewing them,
there will be some who will chal-
lenge that these skill sets can
be used not only for peace but
also for the conduct of war. It is
undoubtedly, and unfortunately,
a sad fact that during wartime
such skill sets not only can be
used for belligerence but must
be used in that way. But, and
this is crucial for understand-
ing the nature of peacemaking,
the moral commitment for the
Christian mustn’t be that our
skills, resources, and gifts are

never used in war. This is be-
cause warfighting too, when
waging war meets certain moral
requirements including hav-
ing a just cause, can be a com-
ponent part of the vocation of
peacemaking, as the Christian
intellectual tradition—primarily
through just war casuistry—has
long affirmed. The moral com-
mitment, rather, is our gifts
are never used to promote war
without cause, to launch wars of
aggression, or to bring conflict
against the innocent. Rather,
whether on the battlefield or off,
our gifts must always be focused
on the higher objective of secur-
ing as best an approximation of
a true and durable peace among
all nations.

With that conceptual introduc-
tion in hand, and before getting
into the weeds of specific skill
sets required of the peacemak-
er, let us turn to the vocational
fields in which the peacemaker
might labor.

International Affairs. Di-
plomacy and international re-
lations are classic examples
of Christian options for a ca-
reer in peacemaking. Christ’s
Sermon on the Mount implores
us to seek peace, at all levels.®
Conflict prevention and reso-
lution enables us to fulfill God’s
greater will, and restore and
sustain human life to its natu-
ral, peaceful condition (this, of
course, assumes that the moti-
vations of both parties toward
peace are sincere and genuine).
Diplomacy, international poli-
tics, international economic and
business affairs, international
development, global health af-
fairs, and environmental affairs
are strong career paths within
this discipline. Humanitarian
affairs, refugee affairs, and di-
saster relief are also of increas-
ing importance, both for the US
government and international
organizations. Politico-military
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The Signing of the Treaty of Ghent, Christmas Eve, 1814, by Amédée Forestier, 1914. Source: Smithsonian American Art
Museum. One of the key negotiators for the treaty that ended the War of 1812, John Quincy Adams is pictured in the center.

affairs, including arms control
and weapons proliferation, are
also options for those with inter-
ests in broader security-related
issue sets.

Organizational options include
the US Department of State
and its Foreign Service, the
United Nations, other inter-
national governmental orga-
nizations, and international
non-governmental organiza-
tions. Additionally, there are in-
ternational departments within
most multinational corporations
where many of these skills sets
can be put into practice.

National Security. At its
highest level, through assisting
nations to secure peace and
maintain a defense posture of
peace through strength, the field

of national security is wholly
acceptable to Christians consid-
ering a career in peacemaking.
Many Christian men and wom-
en have entered national securi-
ty, whether directly into the mil-
itary or in a defense-related ci-
vilian profession in government
or industry. Many Christians
who enter the discipline have
been able to make seminal con-
tributions to the cause of peace.

This discipline requires a some-
what different talent set than
that of international affairs,
although there are overlaps.
National security requires an
interest in and understanding
of the military, its culture and
organization, and an under-
standing of defense technologies
and concepts. Nevertheless, it
demands a keen understanding

of world affairs, especially re-
gional affairs, as our military
and defense professionals must
engage with other militaries
and defense officials through-
out the world. There are also
great opportunities for those
with proficiencies in defense
finance, technology, acquisi-
tion, and contracting. Pursuing
this calling requires advanced
abilities to understand the re-
lationships and synergies be-
tween and among these varied
disciplines.

The complexity and multi-disci-
plinary nature of national secu-
rity makes it an excellent avenue
for individuals with particular
strengths and interests across
diverse skill sets. Indeed, the
technological dimension re-
quires one to stay abreast of
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science and technology develop-
ments throughout one’s career—
it’s essential to learn and grow
as new technologies emerge on
the defense landscape that can
disrupt the military balance of
power. Cyber defense and infor-
mation assurance will be resi-
dent within the national security
community for decades, but the
younger generation should also
focus on technology pertaining
to aerial, naval, and land weap-
ons systems, and weapons of
mass destruction.

There are opportunities in
the Office of the Secretary
of Defense, the Military
Departments (Army, Navy, and
Air Force), Federally-Funded
Research and Development
Centers (FFRDCs), the war col-
leges of the Military Services,

public policy think tanks, and
the defense institutions of the
US Congress. There are also
opportunities in the private-sec-
tor defense industry, both with
major aerospace and defense
contractors and with the smaller
systems engineering, technical
assistance and advisory, and
analysis communities.

Intelligence. The Intelligence
Community (IC) is yet anoth-
er discipline where a young
Christian can answer a call in
the field of peacemaking. While
professionals in the fields of in-
ternational affairs and national
security interface with issues of
public policy, intelligence pro-
fessionals play a more support-
ive role. As an executive order
from the Reagan Administration
on US intelligence activities
advised, the purpose of intelli-
gence is to develop timely infor-
mation concerning the “capabil-
ities, intentions and activities of
foreign powers, organizations,
or persons and their agents”
that is “essential to informed
decision-making in the areas
of national defense and foreign
relations.””

As in the national security field,
a key decision juncture involves
the specific kind of intelligence
career path. There are rewarding
career opportunities throughout
the Intelligence Community,
cutting across a wide range of
analytical, scientific, and tech-
nical disciplines.® There are six-
teen organizations within the
IC from which to consider a
career path, including the CIA,
NSA, DIA, FBI, DEA, INR, DHS,
Treasury Department, and the
Military Services. There are also
opportunities with private con-
tractors supporting the work of
the IC.

MASTERING KEY SKILLS

Within the parameters of each

these three peacemaking dis-
ciplines, there is ample oppor-
tunity for young Christians to
explore the possibilities of a
peacemaking career and find the
right match for one’s individual
skill set. In preparing for a such
a career, young men and women
should devote special attention
to advancing their capabilities in
three areas: writing, knowledge
in one’s discipline, and history.
When offering vocational coun-
sel to such young people, this is
what I say to them:

¢ Writing. An absolutely
critical skill to develop,
writing will allow you
to convey concepts and
ideas in an understand-
able, logical, and persua-
sive way in your chosen
discipline. Continue to
take writing courses in
college, even beyond ba-
sic requirements. Master
your own language and
continue to work at im-
proving your communi-
cation skills all through-
out your career.

¢ Cross cultural litera-
cy. Additionally, beyond
being able to communi-
cate in English, an un-
derstanding of a foreign
language will enable you
to better comprehend
foreign cultures, soci-
eties, and political sys-
tems and to communi-
cate cross-culturally. To
do this well, exposure to
and curiosity about oth-
er cultures is invaluable.
If youre a Christian in
the peacemaking field,
you are already cogni-
zant about how faith
commitments can shape
worldviews and politi-
cal outlooks. Being able
to recognize how faith
grounds the beliefs and
actions of other nations,
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both allied and adversar-
ial, is often critical to ef-
fective communication.

¢ Knowledge in your
own discipline. Stay
current in your chosen
discipline. Master it. To
do that, you must contin-
ue to read widely in that
discipline—and never
stop reading. Don’t think
your knowledge as a sec-
ond-year graduate stu-
dent will suffic to take
you all the way through
your career. Read con-
stantly, and stay open to
reading works from all
points of view. Develop
your own home library of
works directly related to
your field of specializa-
tion. Whenever possible,
cultivate  relationships
with important thinkers
in your field and utilize
them. Seek advice, nev-
er be afraid of what you
don’t know, ask ques-
tions, and know to whom
to go to find answers

» History. Much has been
written about the failure
of the US educational sys-
tem to effectiv ly educate
students generally in the
field of history.® How can
one truly understand the
present without under-
standing the past? Make
every effort to expand
your knowledge of the
history of your chosen
discipline. Look at histo-
ry holistically. Do not be
afraid of chronologies, ge-
ographies, or biographies
related to your subject
matter expertise.

The 21-century internation-
al problem set is much more
complex than that which faced
world leaders throughout the
20™ century. Staying current
in one’s chosen discipline is
absolutely critical to mastering

rapid-paced changes in today’s
world. Success will require
not only knowledge and sub-
ject matter expertise, but also
wise judgment, effective re-
source planning, and sound
decision-making.

LIVES OF VIRTUE

Peacemaking has always under-
scored certain basic themes to
connect our public policy with
our values and ideals. These
include a love of justice, fealty
to the truth, and a respect of ba-
sic human rights as exemplified
by being principled, developing
greater empathy and compre-
hension of others, striving with
perseverance, and maintaining
good will—cardinal values to
foster and maintain peace. A
review of the biographies of
several great world leaders will
help showcase how these virtues
can be a beacon for us to follow.

John Quincy Adams was
one of the most gifted individ-
uals ever to become President
of the United States. In one
sense, his whole life had been
a preparation for the presiden-
cy. The son of the second US
president, John Adams, “John
Quincy” served his country as
minister to The Hague, England,
and Russia, a US Senator, and
as Secretary of State. Adams is
acknowledged as the primary
author of the Monroe Doctrine,
which established the princi-
ple of nonintervention by the
European colonial powers
in the affairs of the Western
Hemisphere.

Despite his eminent qualifi-
cations and extensive experi-
ence on both the US and inter-
national stage, John Quincy’s
presidency is seen as largely
ineffective. It was marked from
the start by the determined op-
position from what was to be-
come the Jacksonian wing of the

early-19™-century Democratic
Party, still smarting from what it
deemed the “corrupt bargain” of
the 1824 election. Defeated for
reelection by Jackson in 1828,
Adams’ real service to the nation
was only just beginning.

John Quincy soon returned
to public service in 1831,
this time in the US House of
Representatives. There he im-
mediately took the principled
lead in the House on a crit-
ical moral issue: opposition
to slavery, and in particular,
the “Gag Rule” in the House
of Representatives, which for-
bade raising the discussion of
the abolition of slavery and the
slave trade within the District
of Columbia. He later opposed
US annexation of Texas as up-
ending the free v. slave state
balance, and also firmly stood in
opposition to the Mexican War.

Adams always held fast to the
cardinal value of principle over
expediency—even in what was
for him a decidedly smaller sta-
tion in life than the presidency.
Adams exemplified the traits of
determination, patience, and
courage in seeking policy chang-
es in the midst of vehement
opposition and rebuke from
opponents. Young Americans
pondering a career calling in
peacemaking would do well to
study and learn from the career
of our sixth president.°

Herbert Hoover is one of
most maligned US Presidents,
suffering historically for serving
in office during the start of the
Great Depression. A stalwart
proponent of economy and effi-
ciency in government, Hoover’s
legacy is somewhat mixed on the
international front. For while he
had a reputation of being an ad-
vocate of capitalism and staunch
opponent of socialism and
Soviet Communism, he also held
decidedly non-interventionist
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views concerning the politi-
cal scene in pre-World War II
Europe and how best to deal
with the probability that the
democracies would once again
have to go to war with Germany.

Whatever our views on Hoover,
it is abundantly clear that he
lived a life that promoted peace,
justice, and the relief of human
suffering. Hoover earned the
title “Great Humanitarian,” due
to his extensive relief efforts
during and immediately after
World War I, including leading
the Commission for the Relief
of Belgium (1914-17) and the US
Food Administration (1917-18).
Following the war, he led the
American Relief Administration,
where his efforts focused on or-
ganizing food relief for Central
Europe. His post-war efforts
also included food relief for
Bolshevik-occupied portions
of Russia. One cannot read a
Hoover biography without cap-
turing his abiding hatred of
war and its profoundly nega-
tive impact on society, and its
tragic human and economic
consequences.

Hoover saw the costs of war as
including not only the direct
cost of the conflict, but also its
profoundly negative econom-
ic byproducts. The cost of the
Great War also included enor-
mous economic and financial
dislocations from:

e The loss of human capital
caused by the deaths of
millions;

» Assumption of large na-
tional wartime taxation
and debt;

e The attempted liquida-
tion of war debt through
wartime and post-war
currency inflation;

« Postwar gold drains and
repudiation of war debts;
and

Official Presidential Portrait of Herbert Hoover, by Elmer Wesley Greene, 1956.
White House. Source: Wikimedia Commons.

« The inevitable social
and cultural instabilities
these events had on the
self-confidence of the
peoples of Europe and
the US.

During and after his presiden-
cy, Hoover continued to make
a compelling case that the real
cause of the worldwide Great
Depression was not simply stock
market speculation originating
in America, but the accumulat-
ed, cascading effect that these
gross economic insults had upon
all of the countries that partici-
pated in the Great War.

For Hoover, it was critical to
comprehend the big picture
and see the deeper societal and
economic consequences of war,
not just its military and political
consequences. As an eyewitness

to the destruction of Europe
after both world wars, the re-
sultant loss of tens of millions
of human lives, and the waste
of economic resources, Hoover
understood the deep impact
war had on culture and soci-
ety—and its legacy in giving rise
to Nazism, Fascism, Socialism,
and Communism in Europe
after World War 1. Even the
just warrior knows that war is
always tragedy, even when it
must be waged to avoid a great-
er tragedy.

Winston Churchill appeared
to be permanently out of po-
litical power in Great Britain
at the age of 55, on the occa-
sion of the Labour Party’s vic-
tory in 1929. Even with his
Conservatives’ return to pow-
er in 1935, Churchill’s outlook
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for a leadership role looked
improbable.

The former Home Secretary,
First Lord of the Admiralty,
Secretary of State for War and
for Air, and Chancellor of the
Exchequer had far more expe-
rience and knowledge of the
European scene than any of his
Conservative contemporaries.
But he also took a far differ-
ent view on the threat posed
to Europe by German Nazism
and its aggressive rearmament
program than did Conservative
leaders Stanley Baldwin and
Neville Chamberlain. Excluded
from Conservative cabinets
from 1935-39, and with little
hope of returning to national
prominence, Churchill contin-
ued on in what became known
as his “wilderness years.”

Rather than be silenced,
Churchill doubled down on his
craft, mastering the intricacies
of defense and foreign poli-
cies. He stayed current on the
scope and pace of German re-
armament through an excellent
network of international and
British government and press
contacts. He argued forceful-
ly for stronger air, land, and
naval forces, and especially
for the adoption of new air de-
fense technologies. Churchill’s
mastery of the details of the
European scene led him to a
difficult but inevitable conclu-
sion: Britain had no choice but
to contest the Nazi’s rearma-
ment program and prepare for
a potential second conflict with
Germany. Few would listen. But
Churchill would persevere and
never give in.

War broke out in Europe in
September 1939. Chamberlain
finally relented and asked
Churchill to serve as First Lord
of the Admiralty, a role in which
he had served in during World
War 1. With the fall of Norway

and France, Churchill went on
to become the Prime Minister
and led his country to victory
during World War II. These
character traits stood Churchill
in good stead once he became
Prime Minister. Churchill’s
leadership was instrumental in
helping save Western civiliza-
tion from the brute force of Nazi
tyranny. His six-volume history
of the World War II provides his
legacy on the history and lessons
of the conflict for future gener-
ations. In it, Churchill offered
the following moral for mankind
to follow: “In War, Resolution;
In Defeat, Defiance; In Victory,
Magnanimity; In Peace, Good
will.”>»2

LESSONS FOR THE NEXT
GENERATION

Devoted and dedicated young
Christians, firmly grounded in
the moral and ethical founda-
tions of their faith, can provide
an able service to mankind by
seeking out the noble calling of
peacemaking. By maintaining a
strong value system for engag-
ing in peacemaking, we will act
from our highest moral prin-
ciples, supporting key virtues
such as humanity, integrity,
transparency, and reciprocity
in our dealings with other na-
tions. And in doing so, we will
also fulfill the great Christian
command—to love our neighbor

as we love ourselves. [P
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he question is not whether humans merely have these two

capacities, “reflection” and “choice.” If they didn’t, there
would be no point in proceeding with public debates, arguments
in journals and pamphlets, and long deliberations. The question is
whether these observed capacities are strong enough for the great

social task of forming governments.

Since no other earthly creature except human beings acts from
these two capacities, reflection and choice are nature’s testimony
to human destiny. To live according to reflection and choice is,
therefore, the law of nature. It is also the law of God. Since both
nature and God command humans to exercise their liberty, it
follows that humans must have a natural right to liberty. Without
such a right, they could not obey cither the law of their own
nature or the law of God. Further, since to be free is to incur
responsibility for one’s own deliberate choices, no one can hand off

his liberty to others: liberty is not alienable.

To violate a person’s natural liberty is, therefore, to deface, deform,
and frustrate the laws of nature and nature’s God. It is both a sin
against justice that cries out to heaven and a crime indictable before
the tribunal of humankind. In religious terms generic enough not
to be limited to Christians solely, Jefferson wrote: “The God who
gave us life gave us liberty at the same time.” It is a self-evident step
from this conviction to the phrase of the Declaration, “endowed by

their Creator with certain inalienable rights.”

In memoriam, Michael Novak (1933-2017)
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