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CHRISTIANITY & CRISIS 
IN SOUTH AFRICA TODAY

 
TERRY TASTARD

ON THE 12th OF SEPTEMBER 
2014, a six-story church 

hostel collapsed suddenly in 
Lagos, Nigeria, killing 116 peo-
ple, 85 of whom were South 
African. The hostel belonged 
to the Synagogue Church of All 
Nations, whose leader, Prophet 
T.B. Joshua, had built up a 
flamboyant Pentecostal-style 
ministry that drew adherents 
from across Africa. The rescue 

effort was chaotic, hampered 
by Nigeria’s creaking admin-
istration and the slow release 
of information. At first Nigeria 
declined offers of help from 
South Africa, and there were 
allegations that church workers 
had chased away rescuers. I was 
visiting South Africa at the time 
and witnessed the expressions 
of anger in the media and the 
hints of government frustration. 

A week passed before Nigeria al-
lowed in a team of South African 
experts. Soon afterwards a South 
African Air Force plane was 
sent to bring home 25 injured 
survivors. 

One of the surprises for South 
Africa was the number of its 
people who were visiting Lagos 
to seek assistance from Joshua. 
It emerged that Joshua’s 

ESSAY

Geloftkierke by Jacbo Hendrik Pierneef, 1886-1957. Pierneef was a South African artist greatly influenced by that country’s 
dramatic landscape. A Pretorian of Dutch and Boer parentage, Pierneef is generally considered to be among the best of 
the old South African masters.
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