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There are many in our midst who are deeply concerned, and often rightly concerned, about what is
to be done with Germany and Japan after the war,
assuming that we have any opportunity to do anything with these nations. It is widely felt that these
are storm centers of human disturbance and that
something must be done to avoid new calamities, ft
must be admitted that a great part of this interest
is justified, ft is, of course, the sober truth that
three times in toe memory of living men Germany
has rudely disturbed the peace. Fortunately we are
somewhat past the rather sentimental white-washing of Germany’s actions which was so popular ten
or fifteen years ago. ft was Germans who invaded
Belgium in 1914 and it was Germans who invaded
Foland in 1939. Granting all this, however, we are
unw ise if we concentrate too much on one or two
areas of danger in the world. When we consider
the patent fact of change in human history, we must
be prepared to expect that the next danger to the
peace of mankind is something which we now little
suspect, coming from a new quarter. It is instructive to remember that in toe ancient world the great
danger came at one time from Babylonia and
another from Assyria and still another from Fersia.
Where the new areas of possible danger are ft
is hard to say, but they could be anywhere. Perhaps
our present world tragedy, terrible as it is, is only
a prelude to a series of upheavals marking the colored man’s challenge to the white man’s supremacy
or the poor man’s challenge to the supremacy of
riches. A hundred years ago the present Japanese
danger to the world would have seemed the most
fantastic of predictions. By the same token, there
may be some area of the world, now hardly considered at all, which, through some change in technology or culture, may become a storm center. The
other sobering possibility is that future danger may
come from ourselves or our friends.
Fanatical Forces of Hatred
All who try to keep their eyes open for signs of
the times are bound to be disturbed by many tendencies of thought in our own beloved land, tendencies so disturbing that we dread the day when
alleged peace comes. There are many forces in our
country which are fanatical in their hatred of the
Japanese nation and all things Japanese, ft is a
foregone conclusion that, when the force of Japanese aggression is broken by our arms, these peopie will press hard for a whoily vindictive peace and
thus prepare the ^ o u n d for new and terrible calamities in the future. Though there are, as we all
know, many persons of high-minded idealism in
places of power, it is a sad ؟hing indeed to see the

way in which so many of our peopie now look upon
the war as a prize fight, seeking nothing but the
knoekout blow. Many dismiss talk of world reconstruction after the war as nothing but idealistic
moonshine. Many disclaim any interest in the woes
of subject people of Europe or Asia and frankly
make their only war aim revenge, because our own
territory w ^ attached fourteen months ago. The
difficulty is that this kind of public opinion is likely
to grow.
A fow days ago we received a searching letter
from one of the highest authorities in the Church
in America, one of the group of men who has done
most to urge American participation in the war and
one of the editors of Christianity and Crisis. He is
representative of the many thoughtful and sensitive
men who urged the war because of the terrible evil
of toe alternative, continuation of tyranny. This
man still feels that such a decision was and is in
accordance with the mind of Christ, but he is frankly disturbed at so much that he now sees. The following paragraph will be appreciated by our readers :
. . Hardly a day passes that one does not
read in the papers of proposals and opinions
which practically deny everything that we are
supposed to be struggling for and certainly
express a spirit which is destructive of any real
hope for the future. The dreadful narrowness
and intolerant racialism of some of toe things
that are being put forward . ٠ . make one heartsick. Fortunately we can have no doubt that
what we hope for and pray for is nearer to the
will of God.״
How do we keep it from happening here? As we
become stronger, as we become more aware of the
great power which our unparalleled resources give,
it will be so easy for our people to become hard.
There is even a good chance for genuine hard feeling between ourselves and England when toe war
is over and an even greater chance of hard feeling
between ourselves and Russia. The war is awful,
but the peace may be worse. There will be the
danger of perfectly understandable vengeance in
Europe ; there will be awful slaughter in Germany
itself; and there will be in the victorious countries
the desire to get back to normalcy and comfort and
private gain. Only by terrific vigilance in the effort
to mold public opinion can these dangers be even
partially averted.
The upshot of this way of thinking is toe conelusion that the home front is in many ways toe
major front. In any case it is our front. Our task
is not to stress the part of the struggle in which we
cannot cooperate, since that sounds too much like
Fharisaic isolation from the woes of the world, but
to stress the part in which we can cooperate. We
love our country, we are concerned for the human
race, and we find our patriotic, as well as our Chris

tian, task in the effort to build up in our cities and
towns and villages a spirit which will avoid those
dire developments which we have such reason to
fearThe greatest cross which the more sensitive men
in the Civilian Public Service camps now bear is
their separation from the home front, where the
battle for public opinion is going on. That is where
they are needed and the more we can do anything
to get them there, the greater service we render not
only these men but the public good. Herein lies
much of the wisdom of the English plan of exemption, which lets so many conscientious men con

tinue their patriotic task on the home front. In any
case, however, most of us do not have this cross to
hear. We are members of clubs ; we attend public
S t i n g s  تwe meet strangers as we travel. We have
a thousand ways of influencing the thought of our
time. This is our magniflcent opportunity. In days
to come, when people ask, “What did you do when
the world was on the edge of the abyss?” we need
not be ashamed if we can reply ،‘We did all we
could to keep that area of the world, in which we
had some modest part, from forgetting, in utter
vindictiveness, the vision of the world for which it
allegedly struggled.”

The World Church: News and Notes
H atred ؛٨ W a rtim e
The propagation of hatred in the United States and
other countries will not only hinder the w ar effort but
will also make impossible the achieving of a just and
durable peace, the Federal Council of Churches of Christ
in America declared in a statement just issued. The
Federal Council statement is in p art:
W e record our gratitude that even in the throes of
w ar there has been so little hatred among the people
of the United States, and so much discipline and restraint. W e commend the recent statement by the National Education Association counseling against “intense and revengeful rancor” and specifically against
teaching hatred of the enemy and desire for revenge.
W e note with hearty approval that the B ritish Commander-in-Chief of the Home Forces and the Chief
of the Special Services Division of the United States
Army have both advocated the same policy in the
training of men for combat. A fter five years of war,
Madame Chiang■ Kai-shek, speaking for the Chinese
people, said, ،،While it may be difficult for us not to
feel bitterness for the injuries we have suffered at the
hands of aggression, let us remember that hatred and
recrim in tio n will lead us nowhere.” The people of
Great B ritain have won our respect because, while fac*
ing their enemy with implacable determination, they
have refused to permit this resolution to turn into blind
hatred and indiscriminate desire for revenge.
W e therefore deplore foe public statements of certain citizens, in civilian and military life, urging that
we should foster attitudes of hate among our people.
It is our conviction that, if we are to achieve the ends
we seek as foe result of the world conflict, we dare not
sacrifice those very values for which we are contending. W e do not dispute the necessity for taking
such measures as justice requires against evil-doers;
but we do protest the attempt to develop attitudes of
persistent enmity and rancor leading to mere retaliation. . ٠ .
Some pretend that hatred, however evil in itself, and
however destructive in its long range consequences, is
nevertheless necessary for military victory. Even were
this argument sound, we would reject it. For this is
a matter where our spiritual allegiance takes prece

dence over any temporal allegiance. But the argument
is demonstrably false. Modern w ar requires, to an extreme degree, that the military and civilian forces of a
nation be cool in their judgments and planning and
disciplined in their acts. W e would never tolerate a
General Staff whose decisions were *determined by
emotional hatreds or whose armies moved under the
directive of angry hysteria. Similar coolness of judgment and discipline in action are, in total war, required of the civilian population. T hat this does not
weaken the national will has been shown by the British
people. . . .
W e call upon our fellow Christians, while striving
for right and justice, to reject all desire for vengeance;
to seek God’s forgiveness for any hatred we may harbor; and, without shrinking from the harshest duty
imposed upon us by our consciences under God, to remain ever mindful that H e alone may say, “Vengeance
is mine; I will repay.”

H ungarian P rim ate O pposes N azis
Cardinal Seredi, the Prim ate of H ungary, recently
made the following significant pronouncements on the
subject of “Human Freedom in Canonical Law” :
“W e M agyars have now and then been called a master race. W e are not, nor do we want to be one. But
neither do we want to recognize another people as master race. There are no master races in the world, but
only servants of God and the prey of the Devil. The
service of God liberates, while service of demoniacal
powers enchains. T here are no inferior n a tio n s-th e
Star of the Epiphany shines on all nations. In my
capacity as a man baptized, confirmed and ordained, I
testify before my country and the world to the eternal
truth. Whosoever fails to recognize that we are all
children of one Heavenly Father, that we are in every
respect of equal right at the gates of the realm of eternity, and therefore we must be free, is a tool or undisguised emissary of the realm of darkness.
“ Considering all the attempts by the Church I represent to codify its interpretation of society, the spirit
of the Church knows no discrimination of race, citizenship, nationality, birth or wealth. The Catholic Church
and my G rder [the Cardinal is a Benedictine] have

